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Americans were flatly told: If you like
your doctor, you can keep your doctor.
That turned out to be a promise the ad-
ministration could not or would not
keep. They were told: If you like your
health care plan, you can keep your
health care plan. It turned out the ad-
ministration was not able to make
good on that promise. We can do bet-
ter.

With regard to the Federal budget,
the national debt now exceeds $18 tril-
lion. During the next 10 years, interest
payments on the debt will be the fast-
est growing budget expenditure. Inter-
est on the debt will be the fastest grow-
ing expenditure, more than tripling to
$800 billion. Put in perspective, one out
of every seven tax dollars taken in by
the government will be used to service
the Federal debt.

Why is regular order important in
this regard? In returning to regular
order, the Senate Republicans will
enact a budget resolution each year as
required by law. We haven’t done this.
The law requires it, but somehow Con-
gress has waived this requirement for
themselves. This contrasts sharply
with the past 5 years, during which the
Democratic-led Senate passed only one
budget. As a result, Congress has not
adopted a joint budget resolution since
2009. This will change in this new day
of Congress.

Under the previous majority, spend-
ing bills were not brought to the floor
to be debated. Budget laws were rou-
tinely waived or ignored, and there has
been no plan whatever for finally
bringing the Federal budget under con-
trol. These are facts. We need to
change that, and I hope we will do so in
this Congress.

In conclusion, we have plenty of
work to do. People in my State of Mis-
sissippi, like most Americans, expect
results from this Congress. The chal-
lenges of our economy, the importance
of our national defense, and the nega-
tive impact of intrusive executive over-
reach are too great not to address. We
need to meet the expectations of the
American people in this regard.

The distinguished majority leader re-
minded us earlier this week that Amer-
icans want a government that works,
one that functions with efficiency and
accountability, competence and pur-
pose.

I believe we can do that, but it will
take a return to regular order. It will
take faith in the committee process. It
will take faith in returning this insti-
tution to functioning the way the
Founders intended. And it will take
meaningful legislation. It is time to
put the priorities of the American peo-
ple first.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning
business, with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
TRIBUTE TO SARAH KENNEY
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, when

Sarah Kenney decided to volunteer
with the Women’s Rape Crisis Center
in Burlington, VT, in 1997, she may not
have realized just how that experience
would shape nearly two decades of her
life. There, in cramped offices fur-
nished with old futons, she recalls, ‘I
fell in love with the passion of the
place.”

That passion led Sarah to the
Vermont Network Against Domestic
and Sexual Violence, where she has
spent the past 13 years advocating to
end such violence and to raise public
awareness about the abhorrent crimes
that account for roughly half of all
homicides in Vermont in any given
year.

Over the years, Sarah has been a
trusted and valuable partner in my
work to strengthen support for sur-
vivors of domestic and sexual violence,
including the successful reauthoriza-
tion and expansion of the Violence
Against Women Act so that it better
protects all survivors. Her under-
standing of the legislative process,
combined with her ability to work with
all sides, have been the hallmark of her
effective advocacy. Sarah has also
spent much time at the Vermont State
House, testifying on legislation to
strengthen protections against victims
of crime across our State.

Sarah will be leaving her post as the
Vermont Network’s Associate Director
of Public Policy this month, to take on
a new advocacy role as Deputy Direc-
tor at Let’s Grow Kids in Burlington,
where she will use her tremendous
skills on behalf of bettering children’s
lives.

I am proud to note that Sarah holds
a bachelor’s degree in political science
from my alma mater, St. Michael’s
College. Her contributions are too
many to list here, but her work in
shaping policy has undoubtedly re-
sulted in stronger protections for
women and families in Vermont and
across the Nation. In my 40 years in
the U.S. Senate, I have worked with
many advocates who are passionate
about the work they do. I can say that
Sarah’s passion and commitment make
her one of the best. She is superbly ef-
fective in turning advocacy into ac-
tion.

In Vermont, we are fortunate to have
an organization such as the Vermont
Network Against Domestic and Sexual
Violence, and even more fortunate to
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have someone of Sarah’s talents advo-
cating on behalf of victims. It has been
an honor to work with someone whose
commitment to a cause is so distilled
and focused. The Vermont Network
will miss Sarah’s many talents, but
Vermont’s children have just gained a
passionate advocate.

I wish Sarah and her family all the
best in her new role.

———————

TRIBUTE TO STEWART HOLMES

e Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I want
to express my gratitude for the service
of my long-time aide, Stewart Holmes,
who is leaving the U.S. Senate to pur-
sue a new career. Stewart has served
the Senate in different capacities over
the past 17 years in a manner that re-
flects credit on the institution and our
Nation. During this time, I have valued
Stewart as a trusted and loyal advisor
with sound judgment on complex na-
tional security issues. More broadly,
his public service on Capitol Hill has
contributed to the safety of the Amer-
ican people and our Nation.

Stewart’s sense of service, responsi-
bility, and dedication to the United
States is closely linked to his own 22-
year military service career. He en-
listed in the United States Marine
Corps in 1979, and was appointed a 2nd
Lieutenant in 1986. He was deployed
during Operation Desert Storm. While
in the military, he earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree from the Citadel in South
Carolina and a Master of Arts degree in
Financial Management from the U.S.
Naval Post Graduate School. In 1997, he
became the first military fellow to
serve in my Senate office, a position
that preceded his becoming the Marine
Corps Appropriations Liaison.

In 2001, Stewart Holmes retired from
the Marine Corps as a major and joined
my staff as a military legislative as-
sistant. In 2005, he joined the Senate
Committee on Appropriations and
served as an intelligence and military
advisor to me. He became minority
clerk of the Defense Appropriations
Subcommittee in 2009.

Throughout my association with
Stewart, he has been a hard worker. He
has demonstrated consummate profes-
sionalism, attention to detail, and
dedication to the Senate as an institu-
tion. These qualities have served him
well as the Defense Subcommittee has
worked to overcome the fiscal and po-
litical challenges inherent in funding
our national security priorities. I ap-
preciate his work on various issues of
importance to our national interests
and to my State of Mississippi, includ-
ing shipbuilding, supercomputers, next
generation technology, shipbuilding,
NASA and others.

As Stewart moves on with the next
chapter of his career, I wish him, his
wife, Maren, and their children every
success and happiness. We will miss
him here in the Senate. I am pleased to
extend my thanks to him for the great
job he has done in the Senate.®



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T16:02:20-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




